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Be sure to look for this new ride
when visiting our campus. We have
some very eager student drivers!

Thank you to Board President Bill
Slater for donating the side-by-side!



Spring 2023 Graduates

Nan Vail & Dial Linda Eaton & Leo Abbie Darnell & Ruth
Leawood, KS Kansas City, MO Rolla, MO

Service Team #628 Service Team #629 Service Team #630

Puppy Raisers Judy Norton Puppy Raiser Emily D’Amore Puppy Raiser Payton Jansen

& Tawnie Larsen

You Are Invited!

Free to attend OCWB@T 71-6 = 11 a.m.

Casual attire



Linda, Leo & Lions Club

Meet Linda and Leo, Service
Team #629. These two graduated
from the KSDS Service Program in
the spring. Linda suffers from
Multiple Sclerosis (MS) or more
specifically secondary
progressive MS.

Upon arriving on campus, Linda
was excited yet anxious for the
opportunity to meet her new
fur-ever partner. “I was pretty
nervous getting ready for the trip,
but it was incredible,” she
explained.

“Leo has responded so well to
me...I am a little slower when I
walk due to my MS, but I've
noticed he mimics my slower
movements, and it is just
amazing. It was just incredible to
see how well we bonded over
just a few weeks.”

Many commonly think of how the
name “Leo” stems from the Latin
word lion and dates back
centuries. In German, however,
“Leo” serves as a short version of Leon or Leopold, which means “brave people” or “lion-hearted.”

After a few short months of returning home together as a team, both Linda and Leo are learning to
be lion-hearted. Besides navigating the world as a new team together, they are enduring the
sudden passing of Linda’s husband David Eaton.

“It has been difficult...for both of us. Dave tried hard not to bond with Leo, but they did. We both
needed a little space at first,” she said.

Leo was named by the Washington Lions Club who held fundraisers to sponsor a puppy name. The
donation received from this club is just one example of the tremendous support KSDS receives from
Lions Clubs across the state of Kansas and surrounding states.

The Lions organization’s founding mission is to serve the blind. Although Leo is not assisting a blind
or visually impaired individual, he is still serving someone in need. And his job has only become
increasingly important.

“My loved ones keep telling me it was like Dave knew I was going to be okay now that I had Leo.”

Linda & Leo graduated in April of 2023 and returned home as Service Team #629.






Glorybee All Flags Flyin’

“Banner’ - Born 10-24-86
Banner was one of the first dogs donated to
KSDS for the breeding program. He helped

establish one of the finest breeding programs
in the United States. “Banner Park” on the West
side of the Administration Building was
dedicated in his honor in June 1997.

In the Whelping Wing of the Canine Housing
Unit, a picture of a single Golden Retriever hangs
framed on the wall. In the top corner of the
picture is a plaque with the above inscribed.

What was once the finest breeding program in
the U.S. has now become part of an international
breeding cooperative. To date, KSDS has shared
breeding stock with similar organizations in four
countries on three continents: Canada, Ireland,
Australia & Croatia.

In an effort to further honor Banner’s legacy,
KSDS has been working to upgrade Banner Park.
Initially, the park was built to be utilized as
training grounds and double as a play area for
dogs in training and visiting teams or puppy
raisers.



The proposed renovation project
aims to improve the training park’s
infrastructure, accessibility, overall
functionality and appearance.

A new cement retaining wall,
curved and sharp angled
sidewalks, and concrete steps have
already been installed. KSDS
would like to thank Chuck Walter
and SunDance Concrete for their
work on the new retaining wall and
cement floor.

New fencing is to be installed to
secure the perimeter of the park,
along with shade structures to
provide relief from the summer
sun. We anticipate using lumber,
PVC pipe, and acrylic panels to
construct obstacles, overhangs,
removable ground panels and a
raised platform with a staircase on
each side. Banner Park will also be
covered in artificial turf opposed to
the current pea gravel covering the
ground.

Like the play yard in the Canine
Housing Unit, the pea gravel
became an issue. Some dogs
would eat the small rocks. The
bigger issue is accessbility. With
the installation of artificial turf,
those in wheelchairs will have
easiler access to the entire park
area.

Additionally, electronic signage
will be installed a few feet away
from the new park and along
highway 36. Along with the bright
green turf, the signage will draw
significant attention to the KSDS
campus and improve the entire
community’s curb appeal. Since we
are in a rural community but sit
along a major state highway, KSDS
relies on our curbside image to
draw in visitors to our campus.

Besides the cosmetic benefits, the
electronic sign will also be an asset
in training guide, service and
facility canines. With its tall
structure and lights, trainers will
utilize the sign as a distraction
when walking dogs in their guide
harness or service cape.

We will also be able to utilize the
sign for informational purposes
when hosting campus events like
graduation or Pups Days.

We have set a goal for summer of
2024 as the completion date. The
estimated cost of the Banner Park
upgrades is $100,000. KSDS has
requested consideration for a grant
to be used towards the renovations.

The new Banner Park Training
Course will improve the quality of
assistance dogs being placed with
KSDS clients, enhance the overall
curbside appeal of the campus and
provide an opportunity for visitors
to witness firsthand KSDS staff
working with assistance dogs in
training.



New Arrivals!

Meet Philly! This female black
lab was named after the
Philadelphia Eagles & comes
from WCC as part of the
breeding cooperative.

KSDS & SSD in Pennsylvania
held a fundraiser competition in
honor of the Eagles & Chiefs.
SSD was the winner, but
together we raised nearly
$6,000 for assistance dogs!

In June, KSDS Bo Raven & GDA
Kenobi welcomed a litter of four
pups (left). These two boys &
two girls were named after

energy drinks: Reign, Celsius,
Rebbl, & Amp.



PAW-sitive Tales

We wrapped up our new event series “Pawsitive Tales” after the first week in September and
it was a success! Breweries, coffee shops and more in Missouri, Nebraska and Kansas
became Paw-sitive Hosts over the course of the summer. These events were an opportunity
for KSDS graduates, puppy raisers and staff to share their testimonies and experiences with
KSDS and/or their dogs. This was also a chance to answer any questions people had about
assistance dogs and advocate for the disabled community.



Thank you for helping change lives one dog at a time!



Donors (cont’d)
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