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Message from the CEO

Dear Friends,

What an exciting summer it has been at KSDS! We
welcomed two new litters of puppies and had
graduate teams return to campus for Grad Retreat.
There has been plenty of activity and plenty to
celebrate.

One of the things | enjoy most about KSDS is seeing
our mission come full circle. New puppies are
embarking on their journeys, while graduates like
Jason are returning for successor dogs, continuing
partnerships built over many years. Each step
reinforces that our work extends beyond training
dogs; it's creating opportunities for greater
independence and fostering lasting relationships.

This summer, we've ventured into our communities,
sharing the KSDS story, meeting new people, and
reconnecting with many longtime friends and
supporters.

Thank you to our dedicated puppy raisers,
invaluable volunteers, generous donors, devoted
staff, and loyal friends who make this impactful
work possible. So much is happening at KSDS, and |
am truly excited for what lies ahead.

Thank you for being part of the KSDS family.

With gratitude,

Duane Toews
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September is a dedicated time to celebrate the
extraordinary partnerships that provide greater
independence, confidence, and freedom to
people who are blind or visually impaired.

Help create the next life- @
changing partnership. Scan %
to support a future guide '4'@3-'
dog. .

STAFF

Duane Toews

e CEO
Adell Aubert

e Pooches & Pals Trainer
Kenny Cook

e Maintenance
Tulene Farwell

e Apprentice Trainer
Eliza Hauschel

e CHU Coordinator

e Apprentice Breeding Tech
Katie Krehbiel

e Puppy Raiser Coordinator
Annette Kohilmeyer

e Lead Service Dog Trainer

e Breeding Tech
Sandy Nutsch

o Office Manager

o Client Services
Jenny Pachta

e Donor Manager

e Grant Writer
Brooke Pfizenmaier

e Facility Dog Trainer
Kylee Riechers

e Kennel Assistant
Debbie Tegethoff

e Lead Guide Dog Trainer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bill Slater, President

Bill Stenfors, Vice President
Sandy Bartkoski, Secretary
Lesley Fiser, Treasurer

Bob Bartkoski

Julie Ferguson

Glenda Keller

Jessica Martin

Brandon Vering




SPRING 2026 GRADUATES CONGRATULATIONS,

Graduates!

Jade Link Jason Epps Kate Madlin
Wicklow - Service Misaki - Service Cork - Service
Puppy Raiser: Lea VanderVelde Puppy Raiser: Alicia Ciszewski Puppy Raiser: Kylie Bitcon

Kristin Pedigo Wendy Rutherford Vickie Cummins
Bray - Facility Queen - Facility Ozzy Osbourne - Guide
Puppy Raiser: Carolyn Nash Puppy Raiser: Jerry Josephson Puppy Raiser: Judy Norton

Shelli White Tony Primmer Nancy Maynard
Belgian - Facility Trotter - Service Wexford - Guide
Puppy Raiser: Shelli White Puppy Raiser: Emily Rippe Puppy Raiser: Sami Porter

Team Sponsor: ;
Tom Kumke in memory of Joan Till



A LIFETIME OF
INDEPENDENCE

Jason Regier begins his next
chapter with Cozumel.

Together they
navigate another
chapter of life,
including
marriage, raising
children, and the
countless
moments that
make up everyday
living.

For Jason Regier, returning to KSDS felt a little

like coming home. . Ml _
Nearly three decades have passed since he first QOW’ Jaslon is writing his third chapter alongside
arrived on campus in 1998, just two years after a ozumel.
life-changing spinal cord injury. At the time, he
was learning what life with a disability would

look like and searching for a way to reclaim his

Although this wasn't his first trip back to KSDS,
he still felt nervous.

independence.
“You know what's coming," he said.
Jason found that opportunity in a yellow "You know Washington. You know
labrador named Newley. the staff. But you don't know your
“Newley was my bridge to dog.

independence,” he said. That uncertainty didn't last long.

That partnership changed everything. Jason has known KSDS Service Dog Trainer,
Annette Kohlmeyer, for many years and trusted

Newley helped Jason remain in a manual
her completely.

wheelchair, retrieving dropped items, pulling
him through difficult terrain, and making
everyday tasks possible. More importantly, the
assistance dog gave him the confidence to
rediscover the life he thought he had lost.

"l told her, 'Get the right dog. You know me. You
know my personality. You know what stage of life
I'min. I'm willing to wait."

When Annette met Cozumel, she knew she had

With Newley by his side, Jason returned to work, found the perfect match.

traveled independently, competed in wheelchair
sports, and eventually represented the United
States at the Paralympic Games.

Only a few days into team training, Jason alread
felt as though Cozumel had been part of his life

"t was one of those things where you're for months.

dependent on somebody for everything," Jason

recalled. "Then suddenly you begin realizing

what's possible." "He'sagentle
giant," Jason said
with a smile. "You

Today, Jason reflects on those years as the go out on outings,

beginning of a journey that continues to unfold. and it just feels
comfortable. It

Following Newley came Flurry, his second KSDS feels natural." That

assistance dog. confidence
doesn't happen by

accident.

Left: Jason with his

first KSDS service ) , o
dog, Newley. Jason credits the experience and dedication of

the KSDS training staff for creating partnerships
that seem almost effortless.

0, 0, “The trainers have a gift,” he said. “They know the
“ .0. .‘ .0. dogs. They know the clients. It's almost magic
Q° Q° how they can match them.”




Having experienced three KSDS partnerships
over nearly 30 years, Jason has witnessed
firsthand the care and expertise behind every
match.

"It's amazing to watch," he said. "They don't just
train dogs. They understand personalities. They
see potential and know exactly where each dog
belongs."

While many people notice an assistance dog
retrieving an item or opening a door, Jason says
the most meaningful moments often happen
where no one else is watching.

“Eighty or ninety percent of what the
dog does, people will never see," he
explained.

“It's at home. It's in your van when you drop your
keys. It's when you're tired. It's those little
moments that make all the difference.”

Those moments have helped Jason stay active, to
pursue his career, raise a family, travel, compete,
and continue living the life he envisioned after his
injury.

His assistance dogs have become more than
working partners.

"They're family," Jason said simply.
As he begins this newest chapter with Cozumel,

Jason hopes supporters understand the incredible
impact they make possible through KSDS.

"You are allowing an organization to
change lives," he said.

"What more could you want than that?"

For Jason, KSDS has never been just a place where
he received an assistance dog. It is a community
that has walked beside him for nearly thirty years.
at his side,

Now, with Cozumel
continues.

the journey

WELCOME TO THE KSDS TEAM!
MEET KYLEE RIECHERS, KENNEL ASSISTANT

KSDS is excited to welcome Kylee Riechers as our new Kennel Assistant!

A Washington, Kansas resident for more than five years, Kylee has always had a heart for
animals. Growing up on the farm and caring for dogs inspired a lifelong passion for
animal care and led her to a career where she can help make a meaningful difference

. every day.

As a member of the kennel team, Kylee enjoys witnessing the incredible partnership between our trainers and
the assistance dogs. Watching each dog develop the skills and confidence needed for its future career is one
of her favorite parts of working at KSDS. She also appreciates the supportive and positive environment created
by her coworkers, who make every day rewarding and enjoyable.

Kylee believes deeply in the purpose of KSDS and the life-changing impact assistance dogs have on the
individuals they serve. She is honored to play a role in preparing these remarkable dogs for the important
work ahead.
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Inspiring the Next Generation

KSDS was proud to participate in the 2026 Kansas FFA State
Convention Career Fair, where CEO Duane Toews and Puppy Raiser
Coordinator Katie Krehbiel introduced hundreds of FFA members to
the life-changing work of assistance dogs.

Throughout the event, students learned about the many volunteer
opportunities available through KSDS, with a special focus on the
Puppy Raising Program. Duane and Katie shared how raising a future
assistance dog can become a meaningful Supervised Agricultural
Experience (SAE) project, allowing students to develop leadership,
responsibility, communication, and animal care skills while making a
lasting difference in someone’s life.

For many students, it was their first encounter with the world of
assistance dogs and the incredible impact these highly trained canine
partners have on individuals with disabilities.

By connecting with young leaders through organizations like FFA, KSDS is
helping cultivate future volunteers, puppy raisers, advocates, and
community leaders who share our passion for unleashing potential - one
dog at a time.

Welcoming Visitors from Around the World

KSDS recently hosted adult sponsors from the Labo International
Exchange Program for a campus tour. Led by CEO Duane Toews, the visit
included three sponsors from Japan, along with representatives from K-
State Research and Extension. During the tour, guests learned about
KSDS's mission, explored training facilities, met assistance dogs, and
discovered the impactful partnerships formed with individuals with
disabilities. We were honored to share our work with this international
delegation and to celebrate the connections fostered through service and
cultural exchange.

Celebrating Community, One Parade at a Time

This summer, KSDS proudly celebrated hometown traditions and the spirit
of America by participating in parades across Kansas as communities
began celebrating our nation's 250th anniversary.

From Hanover Days and the Washington Fourth of July Parade to
Munden’'s 250th Celebration, Linn Picnic, Cuba Harvest Festival, the
Washington and Marshall County Fair parades, and the Patriots Parade in
Hutchinson, KSDS was proud to be part of celebrations both close to home
and beyond.

Each parade was more than a chance to wave from the route—it was an
opportunity to connect with families, share the KSDS mission, and
introduce more people to the life-changing partnerships created through
Guide, Service, and Facility Dogs.

Thank you to every community that welcomed KSDS and to everyone who
waved, cheered, and stopped to say hello along the way. We loved
celebrating with you!

Giving Back Beyond Our Campus

At KSDS, our commitment to service extends beyond assistance dogs and
into the communities we call home. Our CEO, Duane Toews, also
President of the Washington Rotary Club, participated in a ribbon-cutting
ceremony for the newly renovated pavilion at the Washington County
Fairgrounds. Funded by the Rotary Club, the project features a new
concrete floor and handicap-accessible picnic tables, enhancing the space
for community events. We take pride in our employees who volunteer and
contribute to the well-being of our community.



HILL'S PET NUTRITION

CELEBRATES ASSISTANCE DOG

DAY WITH A Q&A WITH KSDS

Article provided by Hill's Pet Nutrition

In honor of Assistance Dog Day, Hill's Pet Nutrition hosted a Q&A-style
Lunch & Learn featuring representatives from KSDS Assistance Dogs,
Inc. The event provided employees with a firsthand look into the

organization’s mission, the dedication behind training working dogs, Hills

and the life-changing impact these canine partners have on SCIENCE DIET®
. . . VETERINARIAN RECOMMENDED
The panel brought together expertise from across the organization:

individuals and communities.

@®Duane Toews, CEO, who shared the strategic vision and commmunity impact of KSDS.

@Annette Kohlmeyer, Service Dog Trainer / Breeding Technician, who offered insights into
selective breeding, early puppy development, and specialized task training.

@®Brooke Pfizenmaier, Facility Dog Trainer, who discussed the unigue role of facility dogs working

in schools and other settings.

Hill's Pet Nutrition has been a proud
supporter of KSDS for more than 30 years,
providing science-led nutrition to all dogs-
in-training and graduated teams. Hill's Pet
Nutrition extends a warm thank you to
Duane, Annette, and Brooke for sharing
their expertise and inspiring work with our
team!

Key Takeaways from the Panel

During the interactive session, the KSDS team
guided attendees through several key aspects of
their work:

@® The Journey of an Assistance Dog: Panelists
walked through the distinct phases a puppy
undergoes—from early socialization and foster
home placement to specialized training—before
being matched with a partner.

@ Public Etiquette Matters: The team highlighted
crucial guidelines for interacting with working
dogs in public, reminding attendees to avoid
distracting a working dog in harness to ensure
their partner’s safety.

@® Making a Community Impact: The session
emphasized how KSDS pairs dogs with handlers at
no cost, relying on community support, volunteers,
and donors to sustain their mission.

PARTNERSHIPS MAKE OUR MISSION POSSIBLE
Thank you to Hill's Pet Nutrition for helping nourish KSDS dogs from puppyhood through partnership.

30+ Years of Partnership - Countless Bowils Filled « Lives Changed
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Congratulations
Tanni's 7 puppies born June 18, 2026
(left)

Sprinkles’ 8 pu,ogies born July 11, 2026
(below)

A season of new beginnings arrives at KSDS.

There is nothing quite like the excitement of welcoming new puppies to the KSDS family. This summer,
our campus has been filled with wagging tails, tiny paws, and endless possibilities!

The celebration began on June 18, when Tanni welcomed her litter of seven puppies: two females (one
black and one yellow) and five males (three yellow and two black). Through our Puppy Name Game,
supporters selected the theme Summer Drinks, giving each puppy a fun and refreshing name inspired
by summertime favorites.

The excitement continued on July 11, when Sprinkles delivered a
beautiful litter of eight puppies: six females (one yellow and five
black) and two males (one yellow and one black). Using the Puppy |
Name Game, the litter theme Lake Life was chosen. These little
ones have already captured the hearts of everyone on campus.

Although they may be small today, these puppies represent
something much bigger. Over the next two years, they will grow
through the dedication of volunteer puppy raisers, the expertise of
our professional trainers, and the generosity of supporters who
make every step of their journey possible.

Every great partnership begins with a single paw print, and we can't wait to watch these future
assistance dogs grow into the life-changing partners they are destined to become.

Welcome to the KSDS family, little ones. We're so glad you're here!

Sometimes making a

Little Thi ngs. BIG | mp act. .2:'3-' difference is as simple as a

toy, treat, or training supply.

From training treats and toys to everyday supplies, our Wishlist is filled with items that
help care for and prepare future assistance dogs.
Every item makes

@ j@@
3 7
Scan the QR code to see what KSDS needs most! %ﬁ;ﬂ g a difference.



THE NEXT STEP BEGINS

Today marked an exciting milestone at KSDS as Tanni's Summer
Drinks litter officially began the next stage of their journey. Volunteer
puppy raisers came to campus to take home the puppies they will
raise for the next 16 - 18 months.

Puppy raising is the beginning of an assistance dog's training journey.
During this important stage, raisers help their puppies learn basic
obedience, good house manners, socialization skills, and how to
confidently navigate the many sights, sounds, people, and
experiences they may encounter in everyday life.

We warmly welcome
these puppy raisers to the
KSDS family and
appreciate their
dedication in preparing
these puppies for their
future careers. Today,
they leave as puppies,
while their journey to
change lives has begun.

THE JOURNEY CONTINUES

Graduate teams return to campus to strengthen skills,
renew confidence, and celebrate lifelong partnerships.

This July, 12 graduate teams returned to the KSDS campus for our
annual Grad Retreat, a three-day opportunity to refresh essential
skills, strengthen the bond with their assistance dogs, and reconnect
with the trainers and fellow graduates who have become an
important part of their lives.

Throughout the retreat, each team received individualized instruction
tailored to their unique needs. From reviewing foundational
commands to introducing new techniques that support changing
lifestyles and mobility needs, graduates worked alongside KSDS
trainers to ensure their partnerships continue to thrive.

As an accredited member of Assistance Dogs International (ADI),
KSDS requires recertification every five years. Grad Retreat provides
an ideal opportunity to reinforce skills, evaluate each team's progress,
and ensure they continue working together safely and confidently.

The training provided a valuable opportunity to reconnect with fellow
graduates. They shared stories, exchanged experiences, celebrated
their successes, and encouraged one another while bonding with
people who understand the extraordinary relationship between an
assistance dog and its handler.

At KSDS, our commitment doesn't end when a team
graduates. Through ongoing support, continued
education, and lifelong relationships, we're dedicated to
helping every partnership succeed for years to come.

Independence isn't a destination; it's a lifelong journey, and we're
honored to be part of this journey every step of the way.

Pictured below: First-time
puppy raisers Sheryl Bagby
with Mimosa and Ken
Betschart with Cosmo.
Welcome to the puppy
raiser family.

Pictured left: Brandy
Haddock and Julep, Steve
Heaton and Spritz, Ken
Betschart and Cosmo,
Sheryl Bagby and Mimosa,
Angie Toews and Sangria,
Kylee Riechers and Maojito
(standing in for Bob and
Sandy Bartkoski), and
Brooke Pfizenmaier and
Arnold Palmer (standing in
for Jeanne Meyer).

s




Unleashing Potential One Dog at a Time

Your support makes it possible to raise, train, and place professionally
trained assistance dogs at no cost to those who need them most.

INDIVIDUAL DONORS:

Eric Arnold

Danny Ayres

William and Kathryn Baker
Sharon Barber

Bob and Sandy Bartkoski
Erlena Benning

Richard and Beverly Benjes
Ken Betschart

Janis Bird

Kylie Bitcon

Diana Blankenship
Michele Blunck

Kristi Boyer

Roger and Judy Broers
Jean Buchanan

Carolyn Buono

Natalie Jane Byrnes
Dawn Carlson

Preston and Diana Chapel
Jason Clark

Deborah Cochran
Shirley Cooks

Julie Conn

Vickie Cummins

Bill Dain

Elora Danin

Anne Davis

Timothy Dalton

Monica Daniel

Abigail Darnell

Tara Denney

Karen Derx

Sharon Dierking

Bryce Dolan

Daryl and Jody Donohue
Grace Douglas

Libby Eaton

Susan Embers

Alda Beth Evans

Janice Feyen

Jason Force

Katheryn Fox

Jeff and Kristi Fox

Steve Franey

Rachel Franz

Verlin Fulton

Jack and Belinda Galle
Shirley Gans

Raymond and Tammy Gano
Kenneth Geier

Dave and Diane Gestenslager
Richard Glessner

Amy Glines

Eloise Gosch

Ronnie Graham

Annette Grattan

Jason Gubbins

Carol Hall

Lisa Hamilton

Dr. Lucinda Harman, PhD
Nancy Hayse

Steve and Nancy Heaton
Brian Hesse

Colleen Hillyer

Amber Hinkle

Ray and Rita Hoffmans
Colleen Holle

Mandy Horsman

Karen Hubbard

Mary Huntley

Vicky Huntley

Darrell and Pat Janssen
Robert and Mary Ann Johnston
Gwen Johnson

Tracy Johnson

Jerry and Mary Jo Josephson
Laura Kahl

Brent and Lynn Kalemkiarian
Janet Keeler

Steve and Julie Kieffer
Adam Kiess

Paul and Glenda Keller
Andrea Kiess

Michael King

Mike Kokoruda

Rick Kraus

Margaret Kugelman

Tom Kumke

Neal and Janis Kurtz

Kay Lewis

Vickie Lewis

William Lewis

Roby Little

Cletus and Marta Linenberger
Karen Long

Nina Longhofer

Max Madlin

Patty Mahan

Beth Maloun

Marlene Marcotte

Ben and Carol Marple
Marty and Barbara Mashak
Eileen Mason

Tim and Jan Matlack

Linda Mathison

Donald and Thelma Maupin
Ruth Maus

Lynn and Jeri Mayer
Carole Mazza

Austin Meyer

Janice Meyer

Rhonda Jones McBride
Teresa McComb

Rebecca McFall

Roberta McGrew

Carla McGuire

Derry McGuire

Patrick McQuinn
Christina Mies

Janet Milliken

Alvin and Priscilla Musser
Ernest Muth

Carolyn Nash

Dolores Nash

Ruth Newcom

Sandy Nutsch

William Nybeck

Linda Olson

Sally Orth

Michael Otten

Dennis and Donise Peterson
Tony Primmer

Karen Probst

Roger Pruitt

John and Michele Rasmussen
Lexy Quandt

Lisa Racunas

Ms. Patricia Rankin

Roger and Mary Rawlings
Sondra Redinger

Jenna Reid

Christy Reiss

Karin Rexroad

Richard Rodehorst

Steve Rose

Gene (Marc) and Debbie Roth
Angie Russell

Dr. and Dr. Luke Schmid, DVM
Brenda Schewe

Binnie Scruggs

Glenn Shoemaker

Bill Slater

Dianne Smith

Dana Spoor

Louis Stange

Debora Steinert

Bill and Kathy Stenfors
Norman Stewart

David and Mona Svoboda
Kim Swain

Randy and Susan Teske
Linda Thomas

John and Nancy Thurmond
Rita Tiemeyer

Duane and AngieToews
Mark Trarbach

Gerald Uhlig

Krista Van Diest

Nancy Wachs

Stefani Wagner
Stephanie Warren

Thomas and Barbara Wassenberg

Edward Wierman
Charles and Mary Weickert
Andrea Wilkes

Donations received from February 15, 2026 through August 1, 2026, are included in this publication.

Omission of any name of donors is not intentional, and upon notification, will be published in the next newsletter.



Unleashing Potential One Dog at a Time
Your support makes it possible to raise, train, and place professionally
trained assistance dogs at no cost to those who need them most.

NDIVIDUAL DONORS CON'D IN MEMORY OF:

McCune & Middlekauff Foundation
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
New York Life Insurance and Annuity

Chuck Williams
Rosemary Willson

Kim Albrecht
Jolene Dutton

Matthew Winbinger
Catie Wolyn
Gary 'Mitch' Zabokrtsky

LIONS CLUBS

Assaria Lions Club

Downs Lions Club

Emporia Lions Club

Gardner Lions Club

Holyrood Lions Club
Hutchinson Breakfast Lions Club
Hutchinson Noon Lions Club
Manhattan Lions Club
Overland Park Host Lions Club
Potwin Lions Club

Tescott Lions Club

Troy Lions Club

Winfield Lions Club

ORDER OF EASTERN STAR

Clay Center OES Chapter #32
Evangeline Chapter #162 OES
Grand Chapter of Kansas OES
Liberal Chapter #104 OES
Queen Ester OES Chapter #32
Silver Leaf OES Chapter
Sunflower Chapter OES

ORGANIZATIONS/BUSINESSES

Northview PTA
Paypal Giving Fund

RD and Joan Dale Hubbard Foundation

Special People in Need
TB Baker Foundation of Kansas
The Dragastin Insurance Agency

Thrivent Financial Choice Program

Tisbest Philanthropy
United Health Group

United Methodist Church - Axtell
United Methodist Church - Marysville

Utica First Christian Church
Utica Methodist Church
Walsburg Women of ELCA
Wilshire Charitable Foundation

IN HONOR OF:

Annette Kohlmeyer
Bridget Santoli
Josh Lewis
Jeff and Kristi Fox
Vickie Lewis
Nancy Maynard
John Broholm
Nancy Giossi
Bonnie Washington
Paul and Glenda Keller
Dianne Smith

IN MEMORY OF:

ACA Federation CFC

Alpha Delta Kappa Foundation
Baughman Foundation

CHS McPherson Refinery Inc.
Citizens National Bank

Clay County Medical Center
CoBank

Cyber Grants

David McCallum

Earl Bane Foundation

Epsilon Sigma Alpha - District J
Foulston Attorneys at Law
Henry G & Shirley M Wassenberg
Charitable Fund

Hopkins Foundation (E L & Z Irene)

J.H. Yoder Inc.

Kiwanis Club of Harrisonville
Kroger

Marysville Methodist Church

Abraham Lincoln (Dog)
Robin Kern
Eldena Stevens
Sondra Redinger
Frank Linenberger
Cletus and Marta Linenberger
Roby Little
Rick and Pam Kreher
Carol Rea
Janet Reusser
Jacqueline Rice
Robert Rutherford
JoNita Harrison
Larry and Mary Briggeman
Judy Harrington
Janet Olson
Larry Brungardt
Dennis Brungardt

John and Marta Frey
Sherril and George Kilpatrick
Berwyn and Mildred Mussmann
Stan and Malia Schleifer
Jeff and Robin Smith
Eleanor Stelzer
Calvin and Sandra Tietjen
Scott and Rozann Trusdale
James and Judy Versch Trust
Lowell Peterson
Richard Rodehorst
Mary Longwell Conlan
Doug Conlan
Phillip Boring
Carolyn Bladwin
Brent and Marcia Boring
John Dhooghe
Stephen Fincher
Georgia Greninger
Pam Hardman
Jeanette Horton
David Markman
Margie Ramsey
Phillip and Linda Shelley
Barbara Wills
Sandra Womeldorff
Richard (Dick) Hinkle
Bob and Sandy Bartkoski
Keith Chrostowski
Jeanne Meyer
Daleigha Farmer
Ted Hart
JJ Hayward
Shandi Hertz
Sandy Nutsch
Bill and Kathy Stenfors
Richard Carlisle
Marlene Marcott

Sandra Cumro

0 YOU
'me?
91%

OF EVERY DOLLAR
DONATED IS ALLOCATED
TO PROGRAM SUPPORT.

Donations received from February 15, 2026, through August 1, 2026, are included in this publication.
Omission of any name of donors is not intentional and upon notification will be published in the next newsletter.
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